Student Study Team Referral Form 





Included below is a partial referral form for one of my students; obviously each is individualized but the example is included here as a tool for possible edit or just as a reference to jog thoughts.





The form asks for 


1. Student strengths noted


2. Reason for referral


3. Academic Profile


4. Please detail what initial strategies have been utilized within the regular program to meet this pupil's needs (refer to interventions menu).  Include the length of time these strategies have been tried.  Intervention Menu:


Modification/Intervention Attempts by Classroom Teacher		Results


1.									1.


2.									2.


3.									3.


4.									4.





The above wording is from the form.  The wording below is mine.  In question #4 I categorized the type of modifications and what types of things could be done and then I stated specifically what I did.








2.  Reasons for referral: 


Reading development is significantly below expected performance, even after extensive, intensive Reading Recovery intervention (77 lessons).  


Specific referral comments:


Unable to master sight words


Does not read fluently


Confuses similar letters and words


Difficulty in recognizing differences in sounds or words presented verbally


Difficulty in identifying rhymes


Has difficulty associating correct sound with appropriate letter


Is slow in completing written work


Difficulty in speed and coordination in forming letters


Difficulty in retaining fluency in writing and reading high frequency words


Appears to have short-term retention of gains made in above areas


See Observation Survey Results Fall vs Spring.  Reading Text Level remained low at 3.





4.  Modifications made of the regular school program


See Observation Survey results and comments in #2 above for poor results of intervention/modification attempted for 77 lessons over 26 weeks.





A. Adjust the learning environment:


1) Check distractibility of work area: worked one-on-one, daily in private study carrel removed from regular classroom


2) Check distance from board and teacher: worked at desk with RR teacher, right next to blackboard and to magnetic board





B. Adjust learning material


1) Shorten assignments: limited lessons to 30 minute sessions with several short assignments within this time period (familiar reading, taking record of reading of yesterday’s new text, writing, using magnetic letters, reading new text)


2) Reduce level of difficulty: monitored ability to read text level daily and chose new texts accordingly on a daily basis; at one point texts were reduced 3 levels as a modification.





C. Adjust instructional style


1) Repeat directions: Prompts and teaching points were repeated within sessions and over sessions using same or similar phrasing in order to focus child on specific strategies to focus on.


2) Add visual reference to verbal instructions: prompts referred to specific, visual word read in text with verbal prompts to aid reading analysis.  Letter identification included frequent review of individually created alphabet book with stickers he chose for objects to represent each letter.  Spoke frequently with his mother who willingly practiced letter identification using his alphabet book.


3) Work on “over-learning” specific skills: spent much time on letter and sound identification and applying this to text reading; spent much time on helping him build fluency on recognizing and writing high-frequency words; spoke frequently with his mother who willingly practiced similar "overlearning" at home 





D. Provide alternative instructional experiences


1) repeat exercises: familiar reading (rereading of known books) occurred each day.


2) multi-modal tools are used: sand to write letters in, chalkboard, water pen, magnetic letters, dry-erase white lap board, we write “in air”, write on chalkboard and then press hard and repeatedly to erase it with our fingers.  At the beginning of the program, we use playdoh to form letters.  We write and say the letters and sounds and we note them in our text readings.  We use individualized alphabet books (noted above) to tie letter into their own specifically chosen object.





E. Seek consultation


Discussions with parent (so that we were both working on same things)


Discussed with social worker and teachers.  Discussed with other Reading Recovery teachers.





